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This report contains factual information which we hope will be of use and of interest to the parish council and to the wider community of the parish. 
For queries pleaser email us at cllr.williamsjg@scambs,gov.uk or cllr.hofman@scambs.gov.uk

Flooding advice and sandbags

Given the heavy rain we are having, we wanted to remind residents about being prepared for possible flooding in advance, before significant rainfall occurs. This is especially the case for residents whose properties have flooded before. The most effective time to act is in advance of rainfall – rather than during or after it. 

-	On the flooding page of the South Cambridgeshire website there is a useful list of things residents can do in advance of rainfall under the ‘Be prepared for flooding’ section. This includes signing-up for Flood Warnings, using the Government’s Flood Information Service to check if a property is at risk of flooding and preparing a flood plan.
-	We realise it can be confusing to work out who deals with what when it comes to flooding. So, if you again visit the flooding page of our website, there is a list which residents can refer to, to ascertain what would need to be reported where in the event of a flood.
-	There is also a specific section about the provision of sandbags (summarised immediately below) on the flooding page of our website.

The Council does not provide a sandbag service to residents. Generally, it is the responsibility of residents to protect their own properties from flooding. This is why it is important that any residents who think they may need sandbags source them in advance of bad weather. However, we do have a limited supply of sandbags that can be delivered to domestic properties that are at imminent risk of flooding only, and not as a preventative measure days or hours in advance of potential flooding. Bearing this in mind, residents requesting sandbags during normal office hours should call 01954 713 000 or email streets@scambs.gov.uk. If it is outside of normal office hours and is an emergency, they can contact our out of hours number for Environmental Health Emergencies on 01253 501 055.

Four Day Week Trial Continues

From legal advice, the Government non-statutory guidance that has been issued recently does not appear to change anything, so the trial is continuing as planned to the end of March 2024, when the evidence will be shared in public, and all councillors will have the opportunity to vote on whether or not to make a four-day week permanent.

Basically, councils are expected to follow guidance unless they can special circumstances to show that they should do otherwise.  We believe we can demonstrate those special circumstances.  There is threat from the Secretary of State, but it is not clear if that threat has any substance in law and obviously, we will review the situation again once we know what that threat is.

The purpose of the 4-day week is to improve staff recruitment and retention to give better value for money for Council Taxpayers by reducing the cost of agency staff. So far, the council’s Key Performance Indicators (including those about to be published to Quarter 2) show that the four-day week has had no detrimental effect on service delivery, indeed there continues to be improvement in a number of areas.  

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/your-council-and-democracy/four-day-working-week-trial

More Community Hubs Planned for South Cambridgeshire

More Community Hubs are coming to South Cambridgeshire to support residents during the cost-of-living crisis.   

South Cambridgeshire District Council has appointed Cambridgeshire ACRE to support Community Hubs across the district for a further two years, thanks to nearly £200,000 of funding from NHS Cambridgeshire & Peterborough, part of our local Integrated Care System. 

The funding will be used to support the development of existing hubs and to allow new Community Hubs to open their doors. Additionally, three new Village Agent roles are being introduced based on the three Primary Care Group areas. These will be local people, embedded in their community, who will support the health and wellbeing of others.  

The hubs offer residents somewhere to socialise, take part in new activities and to receive information on cost-of-living support such as how to reduce bills and access financial support, as well as how to stay healthy and well.

South Cambridgeshire also has Income Maximisation Officers to help residents with their financial planning and to ensure they access all the benefits they are entitled to.

South Cambridgeshire has a cost-of-living page on its website at:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support

Bin Lorry Fire Caused by Batteries Placed in Wheelie Bin

We are reminding residents of the importance of disposing of batteries responsibly and correctly, after a fire in the back of a Greater Cambridge Shared Waste bin lorry.

The cause of the fire is believed to have been batteries which had been placed inside a black wheelie bin. When batteries are put into a wheelie bin, there is a danger they can split when mixed and compacted with other waste or recycling in the back of the collection lorry – which can cause a fire.

The correct way to dispose of all types of portable household battery is to put them inside a small plastic bag and place the bag on top of the wheelie bin.

There are also collection points in all major retailers that sell batteries. For example, supermarkets and electrical shops.

Green Grants for South Cambridgeshire Businesses

South Cambridgeshire District Council has teamed up with partners to launch an exciting 18-month project to help local businesses go green.

The partnership project aims to support local businesses reduce their carbon footprint, adopt more sustainable practices and reduce energy costs.

Business charity Allia is managing the new programme to help small to medium businesses across Cambridgeshire work towards Net Zero.

The programme has been created by South Cambridgeshire District Council, Cambridge City Council, Huntingdonshire District Council, the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Growth Hub and the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority and is funded by the UK Government through the Shared Prosperity Fund.
Go to: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/grants-and-funding/

Update on Waste Announcements, in particular Food Waste

In the light of the recent Government announcement about a National Waste Strategy including weekly food waste collection, we summarise here where the Greater Cambridge Shared Waste Service is currently with respect to future food waste plans:

•	GCSWS has been collecting food waste commingled with garden waste, fortnightly since 2004. 
•	The Service conducted a 3-year trial of separate weekly food waste collection to 9,000 properties which ended in March 2023. The trial was successful (1,400 tonnes collected) and provided practical information to help us prepare for upcoming mandatory collections. 
•	As part of the new Strategy and to capture more food waste for recycling, central government will require councils to implement a weekly collection of food waste. This will now be made mandatory from 2026, with the collected food waste ideally sent for anaerobic digestion (to produce energy) rather than in-vessel composting (as is the case in Cambridgeshire at present). 
•	Central government will be making some funding available to councils to cover the extra costs of food waste collections (this is called ‘new burdens funding’); however, discussions are still being held with DEFRA about the impact of Cambridgeshire County Council’s existing PFI contract (through which food waste is currently processed). 
•	Most recent guidance from DEFRA indicated that it could be acceptable to continue to collect food waste commingled with garden waste but that the frequency would need to be weekly. The Service would need to consider what options would be most suitable, depending also on the outcomes of discussions with DEFRA and our application for new burdens funding.

Carla & John
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